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Dawn of Depravity
A Story Inspired by the Life of an Infamous Genius, Entrepreneur, Pornographer 

and Murderer That You Have Never Heard About
 

The book tells the true story of Michael George Thevis, a mild-mannered guy who dropped out
of college to support his family to survive. Working in the family’s open-air news stand,
Michael turned a failing business into a multi-million dollar industry through sheer
determination, entrepreneurship and perhaps a little genius. Ultimately, he became a pioneer
of the modern day pornography industry. At one point, he was earning over $100 Million per
year in the 60’s and 70’s (valued at over 1 billion dollars per year in present day money).
Michael Thevis was the creator of the original movie reel peep booths that appeared in almost
every store on New York’s infamous 42nd street. The Thevis empire expanded coast to coast in
every major city throughout the US.

During his heyday, Thevis was making more money than IBM and General Motors combined,
until his worldwide pornography empire began to spiral out of control and sink into chaos,
crime, betrayal, murder and mayhem. The ultimate sociopath, he was convicted of multiple
murders and arson, and spent his final years in the Stillwater Penitentiary in Bayport,
Minnesota. His story is one of the few remaining untold true crime stories.

This is a true crime story with undertones of the innovator/entrepreneur who becomes a
psychopath/sociopath, and enters into the world of mobsters, opulence, ego and murder. It
appeals to the massive True Crime Story market as well as the Adult and True Crime audiences
of male and female alike.

THE BOOK



THE FASCINATION WITH THEVIS



THEVIS HISTORICAL TIMELINE
1932: Michael George Thevis was born in Raleigh, North Carolina, where his
Greek Orthodox grandparents raised him. 
1949–50: Thevis attended Georgia Tech on partial scholarship but had to drop
out after his grandparents’ landlord raised their rent by $57. He supported
himself and his grandparents by operating a newsstand which he eventually
purchased.
1953: Thevis married. Subsequently, he and his wife had five children.
1955 (approx.): Thevis first became aware of the vast commercial potential of
selling sexually related material when he realized that sales of Playboy magazine
accounted for about ninety percent of his income.
1959 (approx.): A vendor for Biennale Books sold Thevis his first box of triple-X-
rated adult books, which he quickly resold at great profit. Thevis began his
transition from a working-class newsstand owner of modest means to a wealthy
man.
1967: Thevis teamed with Ken “The Jap” Hanna to publish their own hardcore
pornography. Hanna enabled Thevis to extend his distribution outlets. One of
Thevis’s writers used the pseudonym Donna D. Dildo (actually Ed Wood, Jr.), who
became a popular underground writer and was later portrayed by Johnny Depp in
the 1994 movie Ed Wood.



THEVIS HISTORICAL TIMELINE
1967+: Ken Hanna introduced Thevis to Roger Dean Underhill, a high-level member
of the New York–based Gambino crime family. By the mid-1970s, Thevis controlled
about ninety percent of the peep show booths in the United States, and he was
taking in $100 million a year in revenue. Thevis also helped fund Oliver Stone’s
second movie, Seizure (1974), and he produced Poor Pretty Eddie (1975), a low-
budget film featuring interracial sex and starring Leslie Uggams, Michael Christian,
Slim Pickens, and Shelley Winters.
1970: Thevis killed Ken Hanna when he demanded a bigger cut of the profits. Thevis
and Underhill disposed of the body at the Atlanta airport.
September 19, 1972: On Thevis’s orders, Underhill and Bill Mahar burned down a
competing adult bookstore owned by Herman Womack. 
December 1972: Thevis, who was hospitalized from an automobile accident,
arranged the pipe bomb murder of Jimmy Mayes.
1973: Underhill was arrested with weapons that had been used in murders.
Underhill’s arrest brought Thevis to the attention of the FBI for the first time.
November 1975: Reader’s Digest published an article about Thevis entitled “Sultan of
Smut” in which Nat Bailen slandered Thevis. 
1976: Underhill was released from prison. He agreed to become a federal informant,
wore a hidden microphone and FBI recorded his conversations with Thevis.
1976: Thevis ordered Underhill and associates to burn down Bailen’s factory in
Louisville; their conversations were secretly recorded by the FBI.



THEVIS HISTORICAL TIMELINE
1976: Sentenced to 8 years + 6 months in prison for conspiracy to commit arson
and distribution of obscene materials. While in prison, Thevis was able to obtain
special treatment: phone and visitation privileges, special meals, and even sexual
trysts with a girlfriend, one of which prison officials watched through a two-way
mirror. Thevis’s wife divorced him. 
April 28, 1978: Thevis bribed prison staff and escaped from Floyd County Jail.
FBI placed him on its Ten Most Wanted list. 
1978: Thevis went into hiding and put a bounty of $1 million on Roger Underhill,
who was preparing to testify against Thevis in the murders of Hanna and Mayes.
October 25, 1978: Thevis murdered Underhill in Atlanta while showing a property
for sale to Isaac Galanti, whom he also also murdered.
November 9, 1978: Thevis arrested while trying to use a stolen identity to cash a
check for $20K. 
October 1980: Convicted of depriving Underhill and Galanti of their civil rights,
sentenced to 28 years to life in prison.
November 1999: Thevis was denied parole. Subsequent appeals also denied.
November 2013: Michael George Thevis died in a maximum security prison. He
supposedly had $2.5 billion (in present day money) in offshore accounts, which is
still unaccounted for and “missing.’ 



END.


